CITY COUNCIL MINUTES; August 20, 2015

REGULAR CALLED CITY COUNCIL MEETING
August 20, 2015

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR CALLED MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF OVERTON, TEXAS THAT WAS HELD ON AUGUST 20, 2015 AT 7:00 PM IN THE
COUNCIL CHAMBER, CITY HALL, 1200 SOUTH COMMERCE, OVERTON, TEXAS.

PRESENT: ABSENT:
C.R. Evans Jr., Mayor Pat Beets
Philip Cox, Mayor Pro Tem John Posey

Jerry Clark
Lawrence Davis

Also in attendance were, Charles Cunningham, City Manager, Rachél Gafford, City Secretary,
Clyde Carter, Police Chief, Pamela Raney, Finance Director and Officer Bob Overman
representing staff and Shirley Shaw representing the public.

1. CALL TO ORDER —-Mayor Evans called the meeting to order by at 7:00 p.m.
1. Invocation was given by Mayor Evans.
2. Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilman Clark.

IT. CITIZEN FORUM

Shirley Shaw, 1201 Price Lane, requested that City Council demolish the abandoned house
located at 1203 Price Lane that is not only an eyesore but a breeding ground for vagrants and
rodents.

III. CITIZEN’S REQUESTS

1. Dianne Vermillion, 309 W. Ball Park Rd., request for the placement of a stop sign
and removal of vegetation from area after 309 W. Ball Park Rd.

City Manager Cunningham state that city staff had done a lot of clearing of the brush along Ball
Park Rd. and a stop sign was already located at the intersection but the brush was covering the
sign.

Dianne Vermillion was not present at the meeting.
IV. CONSENT AGENDA

Approval of minutes of the regular called Council meeting held on July 16, 2015.

. Approval of the minutes of the special called Council budget work session held on
July 23, 2015.

3. Approval of the minutes of the special called Council budget work session held on

August 8, 2015.

4. Approval of the certification of the Local Option Petition for legal sale of all alcohol

including mixed beverages as presented to Council and certified by Rachél Gafford,

City Secretary.
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5. Approval of the certification of Estimated Collection Rate for 2015 and Excess Debt
Collections for 2014 as presented to Council and certified by Lanita Whitehead, Rusk
County Tax Assessor/Collector.

Councilman Davis stated that he found one typo on page 20.
Mayor Pro Tem Cox made a motion to approve the minutes as corrected for July

16", and to approve the remainder of the Consent Agenda as submitted.
Councilman Clark seconded the motion.

Mayor Evans called for a vote,
Motion carried 3 — 0, Councilman Beets and Councilman Posey absent.

V. CITY ADMINISTRATION’S MONTHLY REPORTS

Fire Department Monthly Report
Police Department Monthly
Department of Finance Monthly Report
City Manager’s Monthly Report

= LA O

Mayor Evans asked Finance Director Raney about page 121 of the finance report regarding
Rusk and Smith County Appraisal District fees remaining.

Finance Director Raney responded that all payments for this fiscal year had been made, the
budgeted number is an estimated expense and the City came in under budget on these two
expenditures this year.

Councilman Davis asked for an explanation on a few of the expenditures listed in the check
register.

Finance Director Raney responded that most of these checks in question were for the Volunteer
Fire Fighters per diem checks for fire school in July.

City Manager Cunningham presented the City Manager report stating that there would be a
meeting between the Prison Executive, Prison Warden, Mayor Evans and myself on Monday,
August 24" in response to the demand letter sent to the Prison requesting for reimbursement in
the amount of 8105,000. City Manager also wanted to point out that the 2012 audit is now
complete and the Auditors will be on the September agenda to present the audit findings.
Finally, Cunningham stated that he would be doing much of the accounting work for the 2013
audit that the City had been paying Gallop for past audits so that the adjusting entries could be
made to close out Fiscal Year 2013-2014 for the Auditors more expeditiously.

Councilman Davis asked if he was willing to do this.

City Manager Cunningham responded that he was willing to do it. This will save the City quite a
bit of money on the next audit.
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VI. OLD BUSINESS (Review, consider and/or take action)

1. Present revised meeting schedule for the City Council as updated August 14, 2015.
No action taken

2. Council to review, consider and/or take action regarding RESOLUTION NO. 2015-
08-20B; a Resolution of the City Council of the City Of Overton, Texas authorizing
the issuance and use of city credit cards for the day to day operations of the City Of
Overton by the City Manager, City Secretary, Finance Director, Chief of Police;
Public Works Superintendent and Chief of the Volunteer Fire Department; setting a
maximum credit limit not to exceed Two Thousand Five Hundred ($2,500.00) Dollars
per month per card; and establishing specific items authorized to be purchase with the
use of these credit cards.

City Manager Cunningham presented Resolution No. 2015-08-20B, requesting that Council
authorize the issuance of credit cards to the above referenced city staff members for use for City
business.

Mayor Pro Tem Cox made a motion to approve RESOLUTION NO. 2015-08-
20B as submitted. Councilman Davis seconded the motion.

Mayor Evans called for discussion.

Mayor Evans stated that the only issue he had with the resolution was the credit limit per card,
he felt as if it was a little excessive.

Mayor Pro Tem Cox stated that he did not have an issue with the amount per credit card, he
his self carries a credit card for his business with no limit. It also states that the credit cards
will be locked up and held in the Finance Directors office when not in use.

Mayor Evans called for a vote.
Motion carried 3-0, Councilman Beets and Councilman Posey absent.

3. Council to review, consider and/or take action regarding RESOLUTION NO. 2015-
08-20C; a Resolution of the City Council of the City of Overton, Formally accepting
responsibility as trustee of the Overton Municipal Cemetery with the understanding
that acceptance of such responsibility of this trust is perpetual.

City Manager Cunningham presented Resolution No. 2015-08-20C, stating that although the city
has been operating and maintaining the cemetery since October 2011, there is not record in
council minutes that Council had officially accepted the trusteeship for the cemetery. This
resolution makes the acceptance of the cemetery official.

Mayor Pro Tem Cox made a motion to approve RESOLUTION NO. 2015-08-
20C as submitted. Councilman Clark seconded the motion.
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Mayor Evans called for discussion, no discussion.
Mayor Evans called for a vote.
Motion carried 3-0, Councilman Beets and Councilman Posey absent.

4. Council to review, consider and/or take action regarding ORDINANCE NO. 2015-
08-20B; an Ordinance levying Ad Valorem Taxes for the maintenance and operation
of the City Of Overton Municipal Cemetery for the 2015-2016 Fiscal Year.

City Manager Cunningham presented Ordinance No. 201 3-08-20B, stating that seventy (70)+
residents altended the Town Hall meeting conducted August 18, 2015. The City does plan to
submit a request for a grant from the McMillian Foundation in support of the cemetery
maintenance.

Councilman Davis made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 2015-08-20B as
submitted. Councilman Clark seconded the motion.

Mayor Evans called for discussion.
Mayor Pro Tem Cox asked if this tax would be reviewed each year.

City Manager Cunningham responded that if council adopted the Cemetery Tax it would have to
be reviewed and readopted each year per the law.

Councilman Clark asked how much money would be raised if they lowered the amount of tax
to .03 cents per 100 dollars of valuation.

City Manager Cunningham responded that each penny would raise approximately $8,000. But
that would not give the City any extra afier paying for the lawn care to make the improvements
needed,

Councilman Clark stated that he felt like the roads would need to be [irst priority for repairs.

City Manager Cunningham stated rebuilding the roads will be one of the biggest expenses; he
would propose that when we hire an Engineer for the other road projects approved through the
OEDC election, that we include the road repairs to the City Cemetery so that they will be
constructed to where they will last.

Councilman Davis stated that he had felt that the Town Hall meeting was very successful. It
is my opinion we should adopt the Cemetery Tax at .05 cents Jor at least three (3) years so that
we can get the money together fast enough to be able to make noticeable improvements

quickly.

Mayor Pro Tem Cox stated that I do not agree with us calling for a vote to increase taxes when
there are only three (3) councilmen present. Cox also stated that although I am for the tax, I
remember when I was in a predicament when 350 dollars would put me in a bind.
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Mayor Evans called for a vote.

AYES: Councilman Clark and Councilman Davis
NOES:

ABSTAINED: Mayor Pro Tem Cox

Motion carried 2 — 0-1, Councilman Beets and Councilman Posey absent.

Please note: after further review of Local Government Code Section 22.039, a quorum of a
minimum of 2/3 (4) of the number of council positions is needed to be present for the
imposition of taxes. That being said the Cemetery Tax will be put back on the agenda in
September for another vote.

VII. NEW BUSINESS (Review, consider and/or take action)

L.

Council to review, consider and/or take action regarding ORDINANCE NO. 2015-
08-20A; an Ordinance ordering a Special Election to be held on Tuesday, November
3, 2015 in the City Of Overton, Texas for the purpose of voting on the following
proposition as required by Article XVI, Section 20 of the Texas Constitution; Chapter
501, Texas Election Code; and Chapter 251, Texas Alcoholic Beverage Code:
Proposition #1: ~ “The Legal Sale Of All Alcoholic Beverages Including mixed
beverages.”

Mayor Pro Tem Cox made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 2015-08-20B as
submitted. Councilman Clark seconded the motion.

Mayor Evans called for discussion, no discussion.
Mayor Evans called for a vote.
Motion carried 3-0, Councilman Beets and Councilman Posey absent.

Council to review, consider and/or take action regarding RESOLUTION NO. 2015-
08-20A; a Resolution of the City Council of the City Of Overton, Texas authorizing
the Mayor to execute a contract for election services that defines the terms and
condition under which the Rusk County Elections Office will provide election
services to the City Of Overton for a Special Election that will be held on November
3.2018.

Mayor Pro Tem Cox made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2015-08-20A as
submitted. Councilman Clark seconded the motion.

Mayor Evans called for discussion, no discussion.
Mayor Evans called for a vote.

Motion carried 3-0, Councilman Beets and Councilman Posey absent.
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3. Council to review, consider and/or take action regarding RESOLUTION NO. 2015-
08-20D; a Resolution of the City Council of the City Of Overton, Texas authorizing
the Mayor to execute a contract for engineering services that defines the terms and
conditions under which Marvin Reavis of “Reavis Consulting Engineers”, proposes to
provide services in preparing and submitting the City’s Wastewater Permit Renewal
for 2015 to Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (hereinafter known as
T.CE.Q).

Mayor Pro Tem Cox made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2015-08-20D as
submitted. Councilman Clark seconded the motion.

Mayor Evans called for discussion, no discussion.
Mayor Evans called for a vote.
Motion carried 3-0, Councilman Beets and Councilman Posey absent.

VIII. ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Pro Tem Cox made a motion that the meeting be adjourned.
Councilman Davis seconded the motion.

Mayor Evans called for a vote.
Motion carried 3-0, Councilman Beets and Councilman Posey absent.

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:20 P. M.

Minutes approved and submitted and/or corrected this _27"™ day of _August, 2015.
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